’ Virtually unregulated universe of “private CIA’s for 


’ to Hougan,’ account. for: half. the. revenue- in the 


the super-rich, and the malevolent wealthy. Hougan 
.ocratic institutions have not yet been fully confron:. 


’ none of the material in Spooks, however?documents 
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ied Meg Seg LS . ime wae amr Me, STs a i DA 
G6 “MERICA,” Jim Hougan writes; “lias become 
. 2 haunted house aping its own-worst fiction, 
a rambling, Victorian manse whose rooms contain. 
spooks of every kind.” Hougan, Harper's Washing~. 
ton editor, has emerged from four years: spent- 
researching the international underworld of private 
US. intelligence agents with a. lively, -well- 
researched, and occasionally garrnious book. He isa 
superb storyteller, and the pages teen with unfor- : 
gettablie characters from the. bizarre wore of Prie~ 
vate domestic intelligence. : 
Hougan..has. stitched. “together. three. ‘distinct, 
themes, each a volume in itself. The. book's. overt - 
theme is the author’s concern for the dangers of our: 


hire,” which he argues “have metastasized=across- 
‘the landscape“ of America since the Second World 
‘War..These agents include not only 32,000 licensed 
private investigators, but also 4,200 registered firms 
dealing in “security work” (five of which, according 


_ field): AI have- “access to the anodenty (eennolesy | of ' 
surveillance. —= .': arene Seagal 
Thus, at one level, Spooks: deals. withthe: use of ine. 
telligence operatives: by: multinational corporations,- 


believes that the problems such firms pose for. dem-- 


ted:-“The. technology needed to..realize Orwell's ,| 
worst nightmares is available, poorly regulated and 
widely abused, but so far the United States has ex 
caped its full potential.” Moreover, Hougaw asserts * 
that “the U.S: intelligence community has. betome 

an instrument of multinational corporate: policy, ° 
reversing the natural order of things. . - seo Almost 


the precise-extent-and manner by: which this Pro 


cess has supposedly taken hold:’ shah aaa 
Of more immediate concern to he. ‘author than 


master buceaneers of American enterprise” whose 


intrigues of RUBFOVAGL HRA cad Raleeea CIA-RDP88-01350R000200420041-3 
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milieu. of intelligence, 


schemes and those of their henchmen fill more than | 
half the book. Hougan has collected a chilling mass } 
of materiak-from interviews, government records 
and. published sources—-to document the elaborate 
plots engaged in over the past quarter century by 


“Vesco, Hughes, and their respective associates: subs | 


orning politicians, manipulating government intelli: 
gence agencies, and adding te their often-corrupted 
riches, These chapters form the heart of Hougan’s | 
book and distill impressively the. unsavory: careers 
‘of two American Midases. __-.. 

- A third concern throughout Spooks involves “the j 
* particularly its major pri-! 
vate operatives. The author’ S portraits of leading fig- 


_ures in the field will probably become a source book 


for the-spy novelist in’ searclr of omk' 
-nously credibie master agents, We. 
may expect thinly disguised fictional, 
treatments in the years ahead of such, 
_ people as arms merchant" Mitch Weré. 
‘Bell; of Howard Hughes’ onetime’ 
chief of staff Robert Maheu, and of the 
late and Seeneny ae man” aes 
nard R. Spindel. « AEE 


°: Hougan’s ability ta convey boih the. 
dévious skills and the sometimes parse 
noid purposes of his leading “spooks”. | 
reflects an admirable measure of ent 
' pathy for the men, if not for their mis~- 
- sions. Im most of these. private intelli- 
ence agents; who began their careers | 
working for the OSS, CLA, FBI,. and“ 
Other government agencies, Hougan | 
finds what he calls the “agent’s syn= 
drome,” an inability to abandon either 
the practice or the mystique of covart 
operations, once civilians... “The. Fed= 
eral intelligence complex,” Hougan 
“writes, “serves as a kind of taxeuppore 
ted university for industrial Spooks... 
[whose]clandestine crafts . 2. evene 
tually, are brought to bear against pri. 
vate citizens, businese’ competitors, ; 
and even the government’ itself.” The’ 
book describes the fearsome “opera 
tional” end of the work engaged in by: 
private spooks, drawing together ma-' 
terial: some of: which had. previously 
appeared -in:-the- writings - ot“ Vietor~ 
Lasky, Edward Jay Epstein, the: vars": 
jous Hughes: and. Vesco biographers,.. 
and in studies of Watergate and the j ine |. 
telligence agencies’ scandals, a 
The result, in Spooks, is a work 
crammed-in. somewhat disorganized... 
fashion with superb tales: Mitch. Were 
Bell’s aborted. “invasion” of the Baha‘ 
mas (a local plot hatched “in meetings ! 
at Duke Zeibert's' restaurant; the Class: a 
Reunion. bar, and WerBell’s $95a-day0, 
‘suite _ at .,, Washington’s:. Hay-Adams {° 


cost 


